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SUBJECT: SOWETO DEMONSTRATION AND THREE DEATHS 

1 . AT 0600 TODAY (AUGUST 4), 5000 STUDENTS GATHERED IN 
ORLANDO SOCCER STADIUM IN SOWETO TO ORGANIZE MARCH TO POLICE 
STATION IN JOHANNESBURG (15 MILES) TO PROTEST CONTINUING 
DETENTION OF FOUR STUDENTS ARRESTED IN JUNE 16 RIOTS. 

NUMBER WAS QUICKLY AUGMENTED TO MORE THAN 10,000, INCLUDING 
NON-STUDENTS, WHO ATTEMPTED BREAK THROUGH POLICE CORDON 
BLOCKADING EXIT FROM SOWETO. POLICE FIRED SHOTS IN AIR AND 
USED TEARGAS TO DISPERSE DEMONSTRATORS, BUT THEY REGROUPED 
TO CONTINUE MARCH. IN ENSUING CONFRONTATION, THREE 
DEMONSTRATORS WERE SHOT AND KILLED, ACCORDING TO JOHANNESBURG 
STAR. OTHERS WERE INJURED, BUT NUMBER OF CASUALTIES ADMITTED 

AT BARAGWANATH HOSPITAL NOT ACCURATELY KNOWN. 

2. ALL RAILWAY AND BUS SERVICE FROM SOWETOW WAS CANCELLED AT 
ABOUT 0800, FOLLOWING DEMONSTRATORS' DAMAGE OF KEY SIGNAL 
BOX AND STONING OF TRAINS. SUBSEQUENTLY, TAXI SERVICE 

WAS HALTED AND ALL SHOPS CLOSED. MANY BLACKS ATTEMPTING TO 
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FROM VEHICLES AND COMPELLED TO RETURN HOME. THOUSANDS OF 
BLACK WORKERS DID NOT REPORT FOR WORK IN JOHANNESBURG OFFICES 
AND FACTORIES. ONLY ONE OF CONGEN'S BLACK EMPLOYEES SUC- 
CEEDED. JOHANNESBURG STAR REPORTED ABSENTEE RATE AT 60 PER 
CENT. 

3. POLICE REPORTED THEY WOULD "ATTEMPT TO STOP MARCHERS 
LEAVING SOWETO AT ALL COSTS." ROAD BLOCKS HAVE BEEN 
SET UP AT ALL EGRESS ROADS. AND WHITES AND NEWSMEN HAVE 
BEEN DENIED ENTRY. 

4. IN BLACK TOWNSHIP OF ALEXANDRA IN JOHANNESBURG'S 
NORTHERN OUTSKIRTS. BANDS OF DEMONSTRATORS SIMILARLY 
BLOCKED BLACKS FROM GOING TO WORK. THEY SET FIRE TO A 
SCHOOL, SABOTAGED RAIL LINE. AND THREW STONES AT POLICE, 

WHO RESPONDED WITH TEARGAS CANISTERS. NO SHOTS REPORTED. 

5. SO FAR NO INCIDENTS HAVE BEEN REPORTED IN EAST RAND 
TOWNSHIPS, BUT TENSION HAS BEEN EVIDENT FOR DAYS. 

JOHNSON 
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